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consisting of cedar, pine and oak, struck my sight so long accus-
tomed to scantily wooded plains, and the forest-clad summits
made me realize the beauty of the Homeric epithet " dvovi-
<jf>v\Xo5." At some hours the horizon displayed itself in a long
line of snowy peaks glistening from afar in the sunlight. Then
the rainy season was ushered in by thunder-claps reverberating
through the mountains, while clouds gathered in stately
masses* I felt bewildered by the mighty scale of the scenery
and the magnificence of the atmospheric phenomena. Thus
I descended to the familiar plains once more with nay memory
Ml of the grandest images and my nerves braced for resuming
work.

Eeturning to my station at Jalander, I proceeded with the
work of the settlement, visiting the villages and becoming
acquainted with the rural chiefs, the village communities, the
peasant proprietors and the cultivators. The district had now
been for several years under British rule. The people seemed
to me to be more manly and straightforward than those whom
I had left behind me in the North-western Provinces* Their
idiosyncrasies were strongly marked; their physique was large
and powerful. In many villages the men were tall enough to
furnish recruits for grenadier regiments. As the territory lay
near the junction of two rivers (the Satlej and the Beas), the
land was fertile, the cultivation and the crops were good, and the
homesteads were thriving. I shortly afterwards went to see
my superior officer Donald Macleod, the Commissioner, who
was at DhannsSla in the neighbouring Himalayas, DharmsSla
is at the head of a lovely valley, which has quite a network of
watercourses for the irrigation of the rice-fields. Around it are
the forest-clad sides and spurs of precipitous mountains, above
which in open weather there shine the everlasting snows. It
is now memorable as the place whither Lord Elgin, stricken by
sudden illness, was carried to die. On the way the hill fortress
of Kangra was seen rising up, a mass frowning in the midst
of a gorge and overhanging a hill torrent. While I was at
Dharmsfila, Macleod earnestly impressed on me the importance
of assessing, the land revenue in a moderate manner, and of